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Dear Sir:

Enclosed please find for filing ten copies of the Reply
Comments of Zenith Electronics Corporation in response
to the FCC's Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, released
November 8, 1991, in MM Docket No. 87-268.

Cordially,
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Federal eommunications Commission

Office of the secretary ..

In the .atter of )
Advanaed TelevisioD Iyet... )
and Their Impaot upon the )
Exietin; TelevisioD Broadcaat )
service )

KK Dooket No. 87-26'

aBPLY COMMENTS OP ZENITH ELECTRONICS COa'ORATION

These comments of Zenith Electronics corporation reply to

selected comments on the Commissionts Notice of Proposed RUlemak

ing ("Notice") related to the selection of the high-definition

television system. Zenith is a leading manufacturer of color

television and cable produots and, together with AT&T, is a

digital HOTV system proponent.

The breadth ot comments received by the Co~ission in re

sponse to the Notice point to the tremendous level of interest

in these proceedings and in the work of the Commission and its

Advanced Television Advisory committe.. Zenith oommends the

Commission and the Advisory Committee in this undertaking.

Our comments are relatfvely brief, primarily addr••sinq

broadcaster-related issues. In that regard, zenith whole

heartedly agrees with the Joint Broadcasters and many others that

the Commissionts efforts in this proceeding are properly fo,used

on improved television service.



We believe that certain technical and marketplaoe issues

r~is.d In commonts to the Notice deserve further brief oon~ent:

1. Zenith generally embraces the comments of the Joint

~ Broadcasters. Their comments correctly foous on maximizinq HDTV

coverage area, a concept Zenith has been advocatin9 sinoe the

very beginning of our HDTV research effort. Zenith agrees fully

with the broadcasters that spectrum efficiency and interference

are key considerations. Zenith Bupports the broadcasters in

urging the Commission to assign specific simulcast channel co

looated pairings at the time of the Report and Order.

2. Zenith agrees with the Joint Broadcasters and others

that a three-year application period for HDTV licenses is

appropriate. Zenith also can appreciate the reasons broadcasters

may have in opposing the proposed two-year construotion period.

At the same time, though, we support the Commis.ion in its

efforts to make HDTV a reality quickly. Zenith believes,

therefore, that it would be prUdent for the Commission to mandate

the two-year construotion period and grant exoeptions or waivers

where particular circumstances warrent.

On two related points regarding the proposed two-year oon

struction period, Zenith believes that the broadoasters may be

too pessimistic. Ooncern over commercial availability ot HDTV

broadcast equipment within five years is unduly pessimistic

because of oompetitive forces in the broadcast equipment industry

and competitive pressures from other media such as cable. Simi

larly, Zenith is much more optimistic than the Joint Broadcasters

about the expected growth of the HDTV receiver market.
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In our volume model, as outlined in zenithls original comments to

the Notice, one-percent penetration of HDTV receivers (which the

Joint Broadcasters contend could take a decade or more) should be

aohieved in just three years after the first HDTV reoeivers are

available in quantity.

3. Many of the oomments to the Notice received by the

Commission underscored the importance of digital television

technologies and the broad future applications of these technol

oqies. Zenith is a great supporter of digital HDTV and agr••s

that the selected HDTV standard should be capable of scalability,

extensibility and compatibility with other media. However,

unlike some others, Zenith strongly believes that the Commission

is properly focused on HDTV as an improved television servic•.

Futurist concepts about digital television, such as univer~

sal digital channels, independent of line oounts and trame rate.,

can only serve to derail the excellent progress the Commission,

Advisory Committee and system proponents are making to bring

world-leading HOTV technology to Amerioan consumers and broad·

castera.

In sum, Zenith generally supports broadoasters on most key

issues related to thes~ proceodings, hopes the Commission will

not base its decisions on overly pessimistic views about broad

cast and consumer equipment availability, and urges the Commis

sion to continue to mOVe ahead to establish HDTV service as

quickly as possible.
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Wayne C. Luplow
Divi.ion Vice Pre.ident
Re.earch and Develop.ent
Advanced Televi.1on Sy.tem.
Zenitb Electronic. Corporation
1000 Milwaukee Avenue
Glenview, Il11noi. 6002'
(701) 3'1-'173

By

Re.pectfully IUb.itt.d,

1
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICB

I, ,John I. Taylor, hereby certify that a true oopy of

the toregoinq "Reply Comments of zenith Electronios Corporation"

were served this 31st day of January, 1992, by First Class mail,

postage prepaid, upon the party listed below.

J~~~------
Director, Corporate Public Relations

and communications

"Joint Broadcasters"

Julian L. Shepard
Vice President and

General Counsel
victor Tawil
As.ociation for Maximum

Service Television, Inc.
1400 16th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 462-4351

Jonathan D. Blake
Gregory M. Schmidt
Charles w. Lo9an
Covinqton & Burling
1201 pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
P.O. Box 7566
Washington, D.C. 20044
(202) 662-6000


